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Mission of the Center for Jewish eduCation of the Jewish federation of Greater dallas

To serve as the resource to facilitate and convene the Jewish community; to enrich existing programs and serve as a catalyst 

for new Jewish education initiatives. To support Jewish education as the critical link in ensuring Jewish continuity and the 

increased engagement of all members of the Greater Dallas Jewish community.

federation leadership
Jeffrey Rasansky, Board Chair

Susan Kramer, President & CEO

Bradley Laye, COO

Mariam Feist, Campaign Development Officer

Things  
To Know Helpful Information:

 w All classes are held at the Aaron Family JCC,  
7900 Northaven Road, Dallas, unless otherwise noted.

 w In case of inclement weather, please call 214-239-7131  
for updates or visit www.learningfest.org.

 w While you are attending LearningFest sessions at the 
JCC, Kidz Klub offers professional childcare for children 
ages 3 months to 9 years. Cost is $5 an hour per child 
while parents are in a session. Please contact the JCC 
Kidz Klub at 214-239-7186 for reservations. Mention 
LearningFest to receive the discounted price.

 w Please feel free to bring a dairy or pareve sack lunch  
or dinner.

 w For more information, contact Cathy Weinblatt at 
214-239-7131 or cweinblatt@jfgd.org.
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Dear LearningFest Patron,

It’s that time again! People ask us all year long, “How are you going to top last year’s 
LearningFest?” and we usually answer with a chuckle, “Don’t worry, we’ve got it in the 
bag!” In fact, we have gone from 52 sessions last year to an impressive 88 this year. 

This year’s Keynote event will feature Jeff swartz, former Ceo of timberland, 
observant Jewish philanthropist, and noted advocate for day schools and Jewish 
education. His laid-back style and strong conviction that doing well and doing good 
are inextricably linked has made him an innovator in active citizenship. Jeff will 
address the role of Jewish leadership in the face of challenging circumstances.

Our new and exciting features include one “mini event" every night. We will also 
offer other sessions at the same time for those whose interests might be in another 
topic other than those presented in the “mini” events. This year one of our most 
popular classes, “Sects In The City,” will feature three of our community’s top 
female educators, each representing a different perspective in Judaism: Orthodox, 
Conservative, and Reform. 

We have also added a teen track that will feature innovative and entertaining 
opportunities to learn and discuss issues and challenges that teens face today within 
a Jewish context. We ask you to encourage your teens to participate, and there is 
no fee for students 18 years of age or younger to attend.

This year, we have added sponsorships available for each session. If you’d like to 
sponsor a session for next year, please contact us.

Embrace our mantra “Learn Jewish, Think Jewish, Do Jewish” and enjoy the many 
opportunities that LearningFest provides to meet new teachers and continue the 
Jewish tradition of learning. Most of our speakers teach throughout the year; take 
advantage of their wisdom and availability!

We’ll soon be launching our new community website, www.myjewishdallas.org, that 
provides an easy way to see all social, cultural and educational Jewish activities in one 
online site.

Thank you for making LearningFest such a great success. 

 

Meyer Denn   Jeffrey Rasansky  Susan Kramer 
Executive Director,   Board Chair  President & CEO 
Center for Jewish Education 

 

Pam Fine   Karen Zucker 
2012 LearningFest Co-Chair  2012 LearningFest Co-Chair

Welcome

Learn Jewish.
Think Jewish.
Do Jewish.
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All classes are held at the Aaron Family JCC, 7900 Northaven Road, Dallas, unless otherwise noted.
Where are 
classes held?

New Specialty Tracks 
Be on the looKout throuGhout the sChedule!

LearningFest offers something for everyone. Find the 

classes that suit you best and have fun!

Mini Events 
see sChedule for details

 w Pepper, Silk And Ivory—Exotic Jews Of China, Japan And India 

Rabbi Marvin Tokayer, Sunday, January 29, 2012, 7–9 pm

 w From Auschwitz To Broadway And Hollywood 

Jack Garfein, Monday, January 30, 2012, 7–9 pm 

 w Sects In The City—Women Take The Stage 

Rabbi Heidi Coretz, Rabbi Eve Posen, Gail Stolovitsky, 

Laura Seymour, Tuesday, January 31, 2012, 7–9 pm

 w Missionary Impossible—The Jewish Response To Missionaries 

Rabbi Bentzion Kravitz, Thursday, February 2, 2012, 7–9 pm

LearningFest  
Highlights

Keynote Event: The Role Of  
Jewish Leadership In The Face  
Of Challenging Circumstances
Jeffrey swartz, forMer Ceo of tiMBerland
wednesday, feBruary 1, 2012, 7:30–9 PM
HELd AT COnGREGATIOn SHEARITH ISRAEL

In the face of enormous social and religious challenge; when the 

fate of the Jewish people is at stake—which is the bigger priority, 

the study of Torah, or the active performance of good deeds? This 

is a question for Jewish leaders in Dallas in 2012/5772, straight from 

the Babylonian Talmud of 2,000 years ago. Jeff Swartz will share his 

thoughts in a text-based conversation for leaders who are learners 

and doers. Admission is included in price of the LearningFest week. 

Sponsored by the David Nathan Meyerson Private Foundation. 

TEEn
course

yOunG
aDuLTS
course

SPECiaL
nEEDS
course

Mini
event

nEW
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Rabbi Samuel K. Joseph
HELd AT TEMPLE SHALOM, 6930 ALPHA ROAd, dALLAS

d’var torah durinG KaBBalat shaBBat serviCes
friday, January 27, 2012
Chinese food and Jewish identity—what is the ConneCtion?
6 PM wine and Cheese
6:30 PM serviCes 

saturday torah study: The OTher in Jewish tradition
saturday, January 28, 2012, 9 aM
the learninG Center 

Rabbi Joseph served as the founding Rabbi of the congregation in Hong Kong. He will share 

his experiences in China and how creating a Kehillah Kedoshah, a holy community, also helps 

build Jewish identity.

Rabbi Joseph will continue the conversation about developing a Kehillah Kedoshah during 

the Torah Study class. He will be looking at the ideas of the Other in our community and how 

we are at times the Other.

Rabbi Samuel K. Joseph is the Eleanor Sinsheimer Distinguished Service Professor of 
Jewish Education and Leadership Development at Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati, 
where he teaches in the rabbinical school. His special interest is how Jewish institutions and 
organizations, from schools to synagogues to national groups, can be most excellent as they 
seek to fulfill their mission and vision. Toward this end, Rabbi Joseph works with such groups 
throughout the world. 

He is the founding rabbi of the liberal congregation in Hong Kong. Rabbi Joseph consults 
with rabbis, educators, administrators, communal leaders and lay leaders, supporting them 
as they lead their institutions and organizations. He is the author of four books and more 
than 50 articles in the area of education and leadership.

Rabbi Joseph is a national co-chair of the HUC-JIR and CCAR Institute for Rabbinic 
Mentoring. He is also a co-chair of the Reform Movement’s Task Force for Goals of Life 
Long Learning. Rabbi Joseph represents HUC-JIR on the executive of the Joint Rabbinical 
Placement Commission and the Joint Educators Placement Commission, on the Reform 
Movement’s Think Tank, and on the Commission Granting the Reform Jewish Educator Title.

Rabbi Joseph directs the Reform Day School Externship program, a joint effort of HUC-JIR 
and PARDeS. He also partners with Xavier University in Cincinnati on their MEd program in 
Educational Administration. 

Shabbat 
Sessions

No registration is 
required for these  
Shabbat sessions.
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Rabbi Marvin Tokayer
HELd AT TEMPLE EMAnu-EL, 8500 HILLCREST ROAd, dALLAS

torah study: torah lessons froM the Jews of China, JaPan and india
saturday, January 28, 2012, 9–10:15 aM
linz hall

At the weekly Chevre Torah study, Rabbi Tokayer will teach Torah Lessons from  
the Jews of China, Japan and India.

Jewish wisdoM in the eastern world
saturday, January 28, 2012, 10:30 aM
lefKowitz ChaPel

Rabbi Tokayer will then speak at the Shabbat Morning Minyan in Lefkowitz Chapel  
on Jewish Wisdom in the eastern World. 

After his ordination as a rabbi, Marvin Tokayer served as United States Air Force Chaplain 

in Japan. Upon discharge, he returned to Tokyo to serve for eight years as the rabbi for the 

Jewish Community of Japan. He wrote 20 books in Japanese, including several bestsellers; 

discovered literally the last of the Chinese Jews; located a long-lost Jewish cemetery in 

Nagasaki; contributed to the Encyclopedia Judaica; acted as a bridge for many travelers 

between East and West; served the needs of his congregation; and became spellbound by 

the threads of a story which he began piecing together. His investigation of the facts took 

him throughout Asia, to Israel and Washington D.C. as he searched for documents and 

tracked down the people, both Jewish and Japanese, who had taken part in the rescue  

of Jews from the Holocaust.

After his time in Japan, he founded and led the Cherry Lane Minyan shul in Great Neck,  
New York for 14 years, while leading tours of Japan, China, India and Southeast Asia. 

Shabbat 
Sessions

No registration is 
required for these  
Shabbat sessions.
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Jack Garfein 
HELd AT COnGREGATIOn SHAARE TEFILLA, 6131 CHuRCHILL WAy, dALLAS

GedenKnise vin KindisChe Juhren in Bartfeld: 
Childhood MeMories froM the lost world of BardeJov
January 28, 2012, MorninG serviCes—9 aM
Presentation—11 aM followed By Kiddush

Jack Garfein will share his personal story of a joyous childhood surrounded by the warmth  

of a large family celebrating the holidays with gladness and fervor in his hometown of 

Bardejov, Czechoslovakia. His memories include an occasional deserved slap from the 

melamed (Hebrew teacher) or his mother, and wonderful Shabbos afternoons going over  

the pirke avot (sayings of our fathers). 

Born in Mukacheve, Ukraine, Jack Garfein is an acting teacher and former motion picture and 

theater director. Garfein survived imprisonment at Auschwitz and came to the United States 

at the end of World War II. He took classes in acting at the Dramatic Workshop of The New 

School in New York with the influential German director Erwin Piscator. He joined the Actors 

Studio and married fellow student, actress Carroll Baker. Garfein made his Broadway debut 

as a director with End as a Man starring Ben Gazzara. Notably Garfein produced two plays 

by Arthur Miller, The Price and The American Clock, and went on to direct other Broadway 

productions such as The Shadow of a Gunman, The Sin of Pat Muldoon, and Girls of Summer. 

Garfein directed two other films. One was the 1961 independent film, Something Wild, which 

starred Baker as a young rape victim held captive by the man who rescued her from suicide. 

His documentary The Journey Back chronicles his return to Auchwitz. Garfein founded 

several institutions and became director of the Actor’s Studio in Los Angeles in 1966, and 

created The Harold Clurman Theatre on Theatre Row in New York City. Instructing for more 

than 40 years, he is one of the most experienced teachers of Method Acting having worked 

with legends like Lee Strasberg, Marilyn Monroe, Paul Newman, James Dean, Arthur Miller 

and more. Garfein offers acting and directing classes in Paris, London, Budapest, and Los 

Angeles. He has written a book on the subject, Life and Acting—Techniques for the Actor, 
published in paperback in 2010.

Shabbat 
Sessions

No registration is 
required for these  
Shabbat sessions.
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All classes are held at the Aaron Family JCC, 7900 Northaven Road, Dallas, unless otherwise noted.
Where are 
classes held?

Schedule

SunDay 
January 29, 2012

Unknown Jewish Heroes In China, Singapore And India
raBBi Marvin toKayer
sunday, January 29, 2012, 9–11 aM

We use heroes to define ourselves—as Americans, we tell stories of George Washington and 

Abraham Lincoln. As Jews, we tell stories of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rachel, Rebecca 

and Miriam. But at my home, we tell stories of unknown heroes who lived in the Far East and 

they are both fascinating and entertaining. Please see bio on page 6.

For The Love Of Yiddish
MiriaM CreeMer, yiddish teaCher
sunday, January 29, 2012, 10–11 aM

In this class, we’ll highlight Jewish proverbs and life lessons. We’ll cook a little in Yiddish, 

laugh a little in Yiddish, sing a little in Yiddish and renew our love for “Mameh Loshen.”  

No experience necessary—come and kvell. Sponsored by CYCO Books, the world's oldest 
Yiddush bookstore.

Jewish Political Education And The Jewish Lobby
roBert ePstein, texas GovernMent affairs CoMMittee—Civil air Patrol, 

texas shoMriM soCiety (Jewish law enforCeMent),  
north texas viCe President 

sunday, January 29, 2012, 10–11 aM

Robert Epstein, an instructor on ancient and modern Israel history for more than 35 years, 

and a member of Congregation Shearith Israel’s Adult Education Committee, will present a 

non-biased discussion on Jewish political issues, the Jewish Lobby in Washington, D.C., and 

the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR). 

<FREE TO FAMILIES> 
Pitzel Puppet Players, A Puppet Show
Gail MaBel and naoMi sanit, the tiferet Pitzel PuPPet Players
sunday, January 29, 2012, 10–11 aM

A LearningFest tradition! Enjoy a show infused with song, laughter, and surprises as the 

Tiferet Pitzel Puppet Players share their love of the Jewish religion, tradition, history and 

language with children of all ages. to attend all other learningfest sessions, a one-time fee 
of $18 per person will apply. Sponsored by Jordana and Josh Bernstein.

1|29
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The Soul, Death And The Afterlife:  
How The Jewish Spiritual Path Can Enrich Your Life
raBBi williaM Gershon, ConGreGation shearith israel
sunday, January 29, 2012, 11 aM–noon

Rabbi Gershon will explore the Jewish concepts of death, the soul and the afterlife.  

Learn how these concepts can deepen your understanding of God, what it means to be 

human and how you can enrich your life and relationships. This course is best designed for 

learners interested in spirituality and Judaism. Sponsored by Leslie and Howard Schultz  
in honor of their children Jaynie, Dan and Andy Schultz.

Tweet Your #Tefillah (prayer):  
Making Every Connection Count
raBBi eve Posen, CaMPus raBBi, ann and nate levine aCadeMy
sunday, January 29, 2012, 11 aM–noon

I remember as a child sitting and counting the pages until the service would be over.  

Why did the prayers always seem so long? It turns out that not every prayer needs to  

span multiple pages or paragraphs, be in Hebrew, or even be in the Siddur (prayer book)  

at all. Moshe and Ya’akov, among others in our texts, offered their most heartfelt prayers in 

140 characters or less well before it was fashionable—and you can, too. This class is designed 

for learners interested in finding their own personal connection with prayer and trying out 

different techniques to get there. No Hebrew knowledge necessary. Sponsored by  
Rozelle and Richard Gilman.

Adult Life Cycle: Marriage, Mikvah, Divorce—  
A Jewish Perspective
raBBi howard wolK, Jewish faMily serviCe
sunday, January 29, 2012, 11 aM–noon

This session will examine contemporary issues involving Jewish life. We will discuss 

traditional tools to strengthen the bonds of marriage, how they impact life in 2012 and 

their spiritual components. How to deal with ending a marriage and its aftermath will be 

discussed. Sponsored by Danny and Atara Guttman.

Schedule

SunDay 
January 29, 2012

While you are attending LearningFest sessions at the JCC, Kidz Klub offers 

professional childcare for children ages 3 months to 9 years. Cost is $5 an hour per 

child while parents are in a session. Please contact the JCC Kidz Klub at 214-239-7186 

for reservations. Mention LearningFest to receive the discounted price.

Btw here’s  
a helpful tip
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All classes are held at the Aaron Family JCC, 7900 Northaven Road, Dallas, unless otherwise noted.
Where are 
classes held?

The Kabbalah Of Sports
raBBi dan lewin, direCtor of the Maayan Chai foundation
sunday, January 29, 2012, 1–2 PM

This course will NOT teach you how to meditate to become a better athlete. Rather, it will 

take some fundamental questions and concepts in Jewish mysticism and make them more 

accessible by using analogies and parallels from the world of sports. Examples include 

understanding and channeling our competitive drive, the inner opponent and life battles 

that we face, pinpointing our general purpose, and applying some of the abstract Kabbalistic 

principles to daily life. This course is best suited for those interested in Jewish mysticism or 

psychology but who may otherwise find such topics intimidating.

Texas Jews: Blazing A Trail In The Lone Star State
June PenKar, outreaCh liaison, PuBliC eduCation initiative, Jewish 

CoMMunity relations CounCil, Jewish federation of Greater dallas
sunday, January 29, 2012, 1–2 PM

This course is designed for learners interested in Texas Jewish history. History buffs, parents 

of children in any Texas school system and middle school social studies teachers will find 

this especially enlightening. Jews have been an important part of the fabric of Texas history 

since the pre-Republic days. This session focuses on some colorful Jewish pioneers and later 

contributors to Texas history and legend. An interactive game for all ages will be sampled 

towards the end of the session, copies of which will be available free of charge to teachers. 

Additional resource lists to learn more about the subject will also be available as handouts. 

Sponsored by Leslie and Howard Schultz in honor of their children Jaynie, Dan and  
Andy Schultz.

   Why Is There A Chinese Torah At SMU?
raBBi Marvin toKayer
sunday, January 29, 2012, 1–2 PM

Who would believe that there were Chinese Jews and that the city of Dallas, at the SMU 

Library, surprisingly has one of their Torah scrolls? No one would believe it—how did it get  

to Dallas and who are the Chinese Jews? You will never forget this story. Attendance is free 
for students 18 years of age or younger. Please see bio on page 6.

Schedule

SunDay 
January 29, 2012

TEEn
course
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Back To The Basics: Beginning Your Quest In Search  
Of Your Family’s Roots and  

Back By Popular Demand: Jewish Genealogical Research  
Using Jewishgen Online Website Tool 
Meyer denn, exeCutive direCtor, Center for Jewish eduCation,  

Jewish federation of Greater dallas
sunday, January 29, 2012, 2–4 PM

Back to the Basics (2–3 pm) is designed for learners just beginning the process of 

exploring their family history. Participants will learn basic techniques for acquiring pertinent 

information, including documents, vital records, photographs and interviews. 

Back by Popular demand (3–4 pm) is designed for learners interested in delving further  

into their family history using the internet as a tool. Find new relatives and old ones alike  

and provide great fun in the process. There are few better gifts to your children than a 

glimpse back at the rich and colorful history that is their heritages. 

Classes sponsored by Ron Romaner and Jaynie Schultz in honor of Meyer Denn  
and the entire CJE Team.

Between Husband And Wife:  
Extricating Ourselves From The Garden Of Eden
raBBi hanan sChlesinGer, exeCutive direCtor and CoMMunity  

raBBiniC sCholar, Jewish studies initiative of north texas
sunday, January 29, 2012, 2–4 PM

Miscommunication and lack of understanding between men and women is nothing new. 

According to the Torah, we have suffered from this tragic burden since the dawn of 

civilization. From the Garden of Eden story we learn that it is nothing less than a self-

inflicted curse. At this session we will explore the roots of this curse and the roadmap  

of the Torah for overcoming it. Sponsored by Dr. Jay and Carole Ann Hoppenstein.

   
   TACT, Teenage Action Communication Theater
sunday, January 29, 2012, 4–6 PM

TACT will present an interactive dramatic performance dealing with teen issues including 

dating violence, body image, drunk driving and marijuana. This program is completely 

performed by teens, for teens. BONUS: Kosher pizza will be served! Attendance is free  
for students 18 years of age or younger.

Schedule

SunDay 
January 29, 2012

TEEn
course
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All classes are held at the Aaron Family JCC, 7900 Northaven Road, Dallas, unless otherwise noted.
Where are 
classes held?

  Pepper, Silk And Ivory— 
  The Exotic Jews Of China, Japan And India
raBBi Marvin toKayer
sunday, January 29, 2012, 7–9 PM

We always assume that Jews lived in the western world and are the foundations of western 

society. I learned from living in the Far East for over a decade that there were significant 

influential and fascinating Jewish communities in the eastern world that have been written 

out of history. I will walk you through the Orient to share unbelievable Jewish experiences 

that you will never forget. Please see bio on page 6. Sponsored by Helen and Frank Risch.

Federation Past And Present:  
Perspectives From Three Executive Directors
susan KraMer, President/Ceo, 2011–Present
walter J. levy, Past exeCutive direCtor, 1973–1975
Morris a. stein, Past exeCutive direCtor, 1977–1990
Moderator: harold a. KleinMan, Past Chair, 1985–1987
sunday, January 29, 2012, 7-9 PM

Take a unique journey through the history of the Jewish Federation through the eyes of three 

past and present Executive Directors: Susan Kramer, Walter J. Levy, and Morris A. Stein. 

Join us for this unique opportunity to experience a panel discussion that will include their 

views on local and global issues and accomplishments from 1970 through today. Moderator 

Harold A. Kleinman, a former Chair of the Federation, will facilitate the discussion and field 

questions from the audience.

Schedule

SunDay 
January 29, 2012

Mini
event
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Café Israel Sponsors Trempistim (“Hitchhikers”)
Galit roiChMan, sCriPtwriter and  

MeMBer of the israeli filM and television aCadeMy 
sunday, January 29, 2012, 7-9 PM
HELd AT THE AnGELIKA In PLAnO

On his way from Haifa to Tel Aviv, Yehezkel Schwartz picks up three hitchhikers—an 

Orthodox soldier, a free-spirited young woman and an Israeli Arab. As the trip progresses, 

the complicated personal lives of each of the four personalities unfolds. Each traveler is 

representative of different segments of Israeli society. The film, written by well-known Israeli 

satirist and talk show host Dudu Topaz, captures the essence of Israeli society today in a 

most poignant and humorous way. Not to be missed! Starring Gadi Yagil, Orli Perl, Amnon 

Fisher. Mature language. English subtitles. Directed by Asher Tlalim. Café Israel is a division 
of the Jewish Federation of Greater Dallas aimed at engaging the Israeli community in Dallas.

The Jews And The Academy Awards: Is Oscar Really A Jew?
MarK Kreditor, noted dallas MusiCian
sunday, January 29, 2012, 7–9 PM

Since the very first Academy Awards in 1929, our Jewish people have commanded a lion’s 

share of Oscar wins. Come enjoy and celebrate the movie producers, directors, actors and 

songwriters that have represented the Jewish people. We will end the class with a game  

of “Name That Tune” and a sing-a-long. Sponsored by Jenny and Louis Fisher.

Actions vs. Good Intentions: What Counts More?
raBBi dan lewin, adJunCt direCtor of the Maayan Chai foundation
sunday, January 29, 2012, 7–8 PM

What is a “mitzvah”—a good deed, a command, or a Jewish ritual? Why so many? What is 

more important—action or “kavannah” (intent)? This class will compare the dynamics of 

Jewish rituals with other cultural and religious rituals, and examine different perspectives on 

what makes “mitzvahs” unique. It is best designed for learners that may find the abundance 

of rituals in Judaism dry and taxing, but are interested in understanding the deeper 

significance behind them. Sponsored by Henry and Patricia Kliman.

Schedule

SunDay 
January 29, 2012

 For more information, contact Cathy Weinblatt at 214-239-7131 or cweinblatt@jfgd.org.
Btw here’s  
a helpful tip

Registration is 
just $18 for the 
whole week!
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All classes are held at the Aaron Family JCC, 7900 Northaven Road, Dallas, unless otherwise noted.
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Contending With The Holocaust: Poetry And Atrocity
dr. zsuzsanna ozsvath, the leah and Paul lewis Chair  

of holoCaust studies, university of texas at dallas
Monday, January 30, 2012, 9–10 aM

This course is designed for those who are interested in the question of how this most cruel 

process of mass murder has been described, explained, and expressed by some of the 

greatest poets of our time. Sponsored by The Mitchell & Miriam Barnett Charitable Trust.

Facing Evil/Fighting Evil
raBBi david GliCKMan, ConGreGation shearith israel
Monday, January 30, 2012, 10–11 aM

Judaism is unique in its approach to facing evil and fighting evil. This class will address 

what Judaism says about evil perpetrated by humanity and how we fight against it. Special 

attention will be paid to the Eichmann Trial and 9/11. This session is best designed for 

learners interested in ethics and history or participants who want to know what Judaism has 

to say about evil. Sponsored by Sherry Lynn Roosth.

Esther Unmasked
raBBi yaaKov Moshe PouPKo, author, sCholar and raBBiniC Consultant, 

orthodox union israel Center, JerusaleM
Monday, January 30, 2012, 10-11 aM

If any of our holidays can be characterized by Churchill’s phrase “a riddle wrapped in an 

enigma shrouded in mystery” it is certainly Purim. Although its Halachic sanctity is minimal, 

the holiday of Purim is endowed with a measure of eternity unequalled by our other festivals. 

The Book of Esther, which is read on Purim, has no explicit mention of God, completes our 

acceptance of Torah at Sinai. The story within resolves these paradoxes. 

Judaic Justice And Jethros
raBBi yaaKov Moshe PouPKo, author, sCholar and raBBiniC Consultant, 

orthodox union israel Center, JerusaleM
Monday, January 30, 2012, 11 aM-noon

Rabbi Poupko will discuss the culminating chapters of Maimondides’ “Guide of the 

Perplexed” illuminating the dialogue between Moshe and Yitro, preceding the giving of the 

Torah and clarify the Rambam’s view of interpersonal ethics.

Schedule

MOnDay 
January 30, 2012

1|30
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Discovering The Pre-Civil War Story Of  
Rebecca Cohen Mayer In The Southwest And Texas
dr. Kay GoldMan, Ph.d.
Monday, January 30, 2012, 11 aM–noon

This story is about a 15-year-old Jewish girl who marries in 1852 and embarks along a journey 

across the Santa Fe Trail. She was the lone woman who traveled with her husband, a cook, 

bookkeeper and 50 drivers. The book, With a Doll in One Pocket and a Pistol in the Other, 
based on her own diary and memoir, focuses on pre- and post-Civil War Jewish history.

Plagues Of The Soul
Max GlauBen, holoCaust survivor
Monday, January 30, 2012, 1–2 PM

Plagues of the Soul is an unforgettable 30-minute DVD story of the Holocaust as seen 

through the eyes of Max Glauben, a man who survived its horrors and has dedicated his 

life to the memory of those who perished. The presentation is uniquely impactful because 

Max was a child in Poland where he smuggled food and weapons to the Jewish resistance 

in the Warsaw Ghetto. He also describes in vivid detail his life in the Nazi death camps. The 

film also touches on other Holocausts in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Rwanda, the killing fields of 

Cambodia and Darfur. Join Max as he tells the story of his past and explains the importance 

of his film as a cautionary tale and examine how seemingly ordinary people can be capable 

of genocidal evil. Sponsored by Pam and Jeff Fine in honor of Max’s dedication to the  
March of the Living.

Interfaith Marriages & Interfaith Families:  
Creative Ways To Be Involved Together; A How-To Workshop
“doC” Judie arKow, interfaith sPeaKer, worKshoP leader, retreat Guide
Monday, January 30, 2012, 1–2 PM

This workshop is designed to offer practical ideas and thoughts for families and individuals 

to help them in discovering a how-to approach for building relationships in interfaith families, 

in multi-cultural relationships, in their communities and in the workplace. Together we will 

explore a hands-on approach to interacting with similar and divergent beliefs, with holidays 

and their challenges and with various cultural norms with a focus on where and how to find 

our common ground. Sponsored by Leslie and Howard Schultz in honor of their children 
Jaynie, Dan and Andy Schultz.

Schedule

MOnDay 
January 30, 2012
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The Life Of A Holocaust Survivor  
And Theatre-Film Artist
JaCK Garfein, Broadway and filM direCtor;  

author of LIfe and aCTIng—TeChnIques fOr The aCTOr
Monday, January 30, 2012, 1:30–3 PM
HELd AT GOLdEn EAGLE SuITE, unIvERSITy unIOn,  
THE unIvERSITy OF nORTH TExAS, dEnTOn

The UNT Jewish Studies Program will present a talk (followed by Q & A and a book signing) 

featuring Jack Garfein, who will relate his experiences with his family at Auschwitz and 

his career in Broadway and Hollywood. Mr. Garfein will also discuss his relationships with 

noteworthy individuals throughout the years including Lee Strasberg, Marilyn Monroe, Paul 

Newman, Arthur Miller, James Dean and many others. Finally, Mr. Garfein will recount how 

being Jewish affected his life working in the theatre and in films. Please see bio on page 7.  
to attend all other learningfest sessions, a one time fee of $18 is per person will apply.  
this event is free and open to the public. Sponsored by the University of North Texas 
Jewish Studies Program and Department of Dance and Theatre.

Bagels To Biscuits—What Makes Christianity Different
raBBi shawn zell, ConGreGation tiferet israel
Monday, January 30, 2012, 2–3 PM

Rabbi Zell will present a 10-point contrast between Judaism and Christianity with regard to 

the view of God. We will be talking about the view of the miracles, a moral and ethical God, 

God’s position in history as well as the irony of both the Christian and Jewish view of God. 

Sponsored by Jack and Janet Baum.

Everybody’s Gotta Be Someplace!  
The Ins And Outs Of Jewish Humor
Meyer denn, exeCutive direCtor, Center for Jewish eduCation,  

Jewish federation of Greater dallas
Monday, January 30, 2012, 3–4 PM

Participants will enjoy this look at what makes Jewish humor so funny and timeless. Borscht-

belt comedy at its best from one of the community’s funniest men. (Bring Kleenex—you will 

either laugh or cry!) Sponsored by the Blasnik Family.

Schedule

MOnDay 
January 30, 2012
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 From Auschwitz To Broadway And Hollywood
JaCK Garfein, Broadway and filM direCtor;  

author of LIfe and aCTIng–TeChnIques fOr The aCTOr
Monday, January 30, 2012, 7–9 PM 

Join us for a very special evening with Jack Garfein, noted acting teacher and director  

of the Actor’s Studio in Los Angeles, as he tells his mesmerizing true story of a Jewish 

boy with a strong religious, Zionist background growing into adulthood with a hidden 

anger at God for the destruction of his family at Auschwitz. Garfein, like Job in his greatest 

suppressed anger, never doubted His existence and finally arrived at a peace with Him, 

realizing it was through the blindness of man that he suffered. God had given Jack a talent, 

which because of his pain of guilt he only partially realized through his life. It is only later in 

his life through love that he began to see that he had a responsibility to fulfill the talent He 

gave him. Please see bio on page 7. Sponsored by Bernard Rosenberg, David and Gussie 
Rosenberg, The Marcus and Ann Rosenberg Foundation, Oscar and Aviva Rosenberg, 
Ruthie and Steve Rosenberg, Richard and Terri Rohan, Valy Rohan, and Dallas Holocaust 
Museum/Center for Education and Tolerance. 

Learning How Hatred Impacts Our Lives
roBerta s. ClarK, assoCiate reGional direCtor, anti-defaMation leaGue
Monday, January 30, 2012, 7–8 PM

What constitutes anti-Semitism and all forms of hatred? How can hatred manifest itself 

in our lives, homes, schools, houses of worship and community? Join us to learn more 

about who the hate mongers are and how they impact our community; ways in which the 

Anti-Defamation League helps law enforcement track those who engage in these actions 

which have an effect on all of us; and, most importantly, what each of us can do to make a 

difference—starting today. Sponsored by Marcy Helfand.

The Kabbalah Of Self-Esteem
raBBi yeraChMiel fried, dean of data and weeKly ColuMnist  

for the Texas JeWIsh POsT
Monday, January 30, 2012, 7–8 PM

One of the challenges of our generation is the widespread lack of self-esteem, leading to 

myriad challenges for adults and youth alike. This course opens a window onto the deeper, 

Kabbalistic understanding of man and the Jewish soul, promising to provide a timeless 

answer to unlock the mystery of a deep, profound, feeling of self-esteem which will last a 

lifetime. This course is designed for Jews of any and all learning backgrounds and affiliations. 

Sponsored by the Blasnik Family.

Schedule

MOnDay 
January 30, 2012
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Texas Jews: Blazing A Trail In The Lone Star State
June PenKar, outreaCh liaison, PuBliC eduCation initiative, Jewish 

CoMMunity relations CounCil, Jewish federation of Greater dallas
Monday, January 30, 2012, 7–8 PM
HELd AT THE LEGACy AT WILLOW BEnd, 6101 OHIO dRIvE, PLAnO

This course is designed for learners interested in Texas Jewish history. History buffs, parents 

of children in any Texas school system and middle school social studies teachers will find 

this especially enlightening. Jews have been an important part of the fabric of Texas history 

since the pre-Republic days. This session focuses on some colorful Jewish pioneers and later 

contributors to Texas history and legend. An interactive game for all ages will be sampled 

towards the end of the session, copies of which will be available free of charge to teachers. 

To learn more about the subject, additional resource lists will be handed out.

Rescuing Jewish Treasures: Izmir And Ladino Projects
dina eliezer, eduCation direCtor of the weitzMan faMily  

reliGious sChool at ConGreGation shearith israel 
raChel BortniCK, researCher
Monday, January 30, 2012, 7–9 PM

Please note these are consecutive sessions.

session one: the izmir Project, Presented by dina eliezer  
Izmir, in Turkey, has the world’s only grouping of adjacent synagogues dating from the 

16th century. Of the 34 synagogues built in Izmir, just 13 remain. Once one of the world’s 

most vibrant Jewish communities, Izmir is now home to only 1,200 Jews. Its 1,700 surviving 

religious books, historic documents in Hebrew and Judeo-Spanish, ceremonial objects and 

textiles provide important insights into the history of this once thriving community. Dina 

Eliezer, who worked for seven years with the community on the restoration of the library and 

other cultural artifacts, will talk about the treasure and the work that is being done today to 

preserve the Jewish heritage of Izmir and share it with the world.

session two: the ladino Project, Presented by rachel Bortnick 

After a period of dormancy, Ladino (Judeo-Spanish) has had a vigorous rebirth in the last 

decades, with an unprecedented surge in its literacy and musical creativity, publication, 

academic attention, internet websites and more. Since 1999, the language has been kept 

alive as a daily means of communication on “Ladinokomunita,” an online chat group founded 

by Rachel Bortnick. This class will include an overview of some of the most significant 

activities in this revival and focuses on transmitting some of the language itself. Class 

participants will engage in hands-on activities with Ladino proverbs, so that they can 

understand and appreciate their Jewish wisdom and humor, and learn some basics about  

the language and its various forms of writing. 

Schedule

MOnDay 
January 30, 2012
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Life’s Most Important App
raBBi shloMo aBraMs, direCtor, data, far north dallas
Monday, January 30, 2012, 8–9 PM

Learn how to acquire life’s most important app —appreciation. We will discuss the Torah’s 

secret to happiness and you will walk away with easy-to-implement tips to be happier on a 

daily basis. Sponsored by Carol and Steve Aaron.

The Kabbalah Of Sports
raBBi dan lewin, direCtor of the Maayan Chai foundation
Monday, January 30, 2012, 8–9 PM
HELd AT THE LEGACy AT WILLOW BEnd, 6101 OHIO dRIvE, PLAnO

This course will NOT teach you how to meditate to become a better athlete. Rather, it will 

take some fundamental questions and concepts in Jewish mysticism and make them more 

accessible by using analogies and parallels from the world of sports. Examples include 

understanding and channeling our competitive drive, the inner opponent and life battles 

that we face, pinpointing our general purpose, applying some of the abstract Kabbalistic 

principles to daily life. This course is best suited for those interested in Jewish mysticism  

or psychology but who may otherwise find such topics intimidating

The Afterlife—A Fundamental Principle Of Judaism
raBBi aryeh rodin, ConGreGation ohev shaloM
Monday, January 30, 2012, 8–9 PM

No matter how much carrot juice a person drinks or how many miles a person jogs, he or she  

will ultimately pass away. What happens to a person after he leaves this world is shrouded  

in mystery. Is he in a perpetual state of sleep or is it something much more meaningful?  

Come and explore what happens to us after we expire. Sponsored by the Rhoads Family:  
Marcy, Dale, Linda, Hannah and Jacob for all Rabbi Rodin does for our community.

Schedule

MOnDay 
January 30, 2012

Don’t miss the 
Keynote event  
on Wednesday!
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Do We Do That??!!! 
Unusual Rituals And What They Teach Us About Ourselves
raBBi david GliCKMan, ConGreGation shearith israel
tuesday, January 31, 2012, 9–10 aM

From swinging live chickens over our heads to throwing bread products in the water, to 

waving produce, to getting naked in rain water—we have some unusual rituals. Learn about 

the familiar and the unfamiliar, why we have these rituals and what they teach us about 

ourselves. Sponsored by Sandra and David Veeder.

Soul-Singing: Jewish Music As Spiritual Practice
Cantor riChard Cohn, teMPle eManu-el
tuesday, January 31, 2012, 10–11 aM

Soul-Singing is a guided experience in strengthening our inner awareness through Jewish 

melody. Participants will explore many pathways for meaningful connection to both the 

content and experience of singing. Lovers of prayer, spiritual seekers and those for whom 

music is of special interest will feel at home during this session. No experience necessary!

The Code Of “Chad Gad Ya”
raBBi ira s. ehrenPreis, ChaPlain reCruitinG/raBBi, united states arMy
tuesday, January 31, 2012, 11 aM–noon

This session will be an adult model for self-awareness and discovery using networking and 

discussion. We will be using “Chad Gad Ya,” the concluding song of the Passover Seder, as a 

tool for self-understanding and actualization. This class will include Rabbi Ehrenpreis’ stories 

and experiences during his 16 years of service as a chaplain in the United States Army.

Voices Of Israel: Contemporary Israeli Poetry And Song
raBBi adaM allenBerG, direCtor of ConGreGational learninG,  

teMPle eManu-el
tuesday, January 31, 2012, noon–1 PM

Have you traveled to Israel but feel like you still have much to learn to understand her,  

her history and our people? Interested in learning more about contemporary life in Israel  

but political conversations feel too limited? Come read and listen to the rich cultural story  

of early and contemporary Israeli life through her poets and songwriters. Please feel free  

to bring a dairy or pareve sack lunch.

Schedule

TuESDay 
January 31, 2012
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What Do Chocolate, Citrus Fruits, And Fish And Chips  
Have In Common? The Jewish Influence On World Gastronomy
tina wasserMan, author of enTrée TO JudaIsm  

and food ColuMnist for refOrm JudaIsm MaGazine
tuesday, January 31, 2012, 1–2 PM

The expulsion of the Jews from Spain and Portugal in the late 15th century had a huge 

impact on the world’s culinary palate. Come hear the stories that connect us to some of  

our favorite foods.

Quest For A Kingdom: Portuguese Converso Settlements  
From The Galilee To The Rio Grande
reid heller
tuesday, January 31, 2012, 1–3 PM

This class provides an overview of the religious and political struggles of the Portuguese 

Conversos including their forced conversion in 1497, their century long struggle to establish 

a Converso Kingdom, and their pioneering settlement of the Rio Grande and the American 

frontier. The Portuguese Conversos were pioneers of modernity, straddling the divide 

between Catholic and Jew, medieval and modern, Old World and New. This lecture will 

present an overview of their political and religious responses to the trauma of 1497, that 

struggle’s impact on world Judaism, modern democracy, the American West, and their role 

in an all but forgotten chapter of the Civil War. Sponsored by Dot and Sel Heller in memory 
of Peggy Trubitt, Dick Rosenthal and Bud Mandel.

Confronting Scandal— 
How Jews Can Respond When Jews Do Bad Things
laura seyMour, direCtor of CaMPinG serviCes, aaron faMily JCC
tuesday, January 31, 2012, 2–3 PM

Shame, pain, responsibility, awkwardness, nausea, helplessness—we feel all these emotions 

and more when Jews end up in the news for all the wrong reasons. Using Dr. Erica Brown’s 

book, Confronting Scandal, we will discuss our reactions and find ways to respond to  

others and to address our own discomfort and struggles. Whether it is Bernie Madoff  

or a community leader, we must look at what these breaches mean to us as a people.  

Together we will look at wisdom from the Tanakh, Talmud and today’s media specialists.  

This course is designed for people who want to explore, discuss and find responses to  

these difficult issues. 

Schedule

TuESDay 
January 31, 2012
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   Sects In The City—Women Take The Stage 

raBBi heidi Coretz, dallas hillel, MeMBer, raBBiniC assoCiation  
of Greater dallas

raBBi eve Posen, CaMPus raBBi, ann and nate levine aCadeMy,  
MeMBer, raBBiniC assoCiation of Greater dallas

Gail stolovitsKy, Jewish eduCator, florenCe Melton adult Mini-sChool
laura seyMour, direCtor of CaMPinG serviCes, JCC, Moderator
tuesday, January 31, 2012, 7–9 PM

This year’s Sects in the City discusses Jewish issues from a woman’s point of view with 

Reform, Conservative and Orthodox perspectives in a panel forum. Topics include "GLBTQ 

(Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transsexual and Questioning)—Are We Welcoming?" and  "Women 

in Jewish Leadership Positions." Guests will have the opportunity to ask questions of the 

panelists. Sponsored by the Abe Zale Foundation. 

Collected Postcard Photos Of Jewish Life  
From The Late 1800s Through Israel Today
stePhanie CoMfort
tuesday, January 31, 2012, 3–4 PM

Stephanie Comfort will share her extensive postcard photo collection of Jewish life in 

Eastern Europe, North Africa and every known place where Jews have lived. If you plan to 
attend this class and would like to see photos from your family’s place of origin, please email 
your name and the location to cweinblatt@jfgd.org before January 20, 2012, and Stephanie 
will provide photos for you at her session. Sponsored by Miriam and Bruce Waltzer.

   Special Needs And The Value Of Inclusion: 
   Creative Approaches To Jewish Learning
raBBi MiChael friedMan, dallas yaChad ChaPter Coordinator,  

yaChad–the national Jewish CounCil for disaBilities
tuesday, January 31, 2012, 7–8 PM

This course is designed to be a framework for engaging those with special needs in 

our Jewish community. For too long, children and adults with special needs have been 

excluded from Jewish communal life and have been made to feel disconnected from both 

conventional Jewish learning and the social atmosphere that helps form the core of our 

identity. Explore new insights in Jewish learning and new approaches toward engaging 

everyone, helping to ensure the full participation of those with special needs in our Dallas 

community. Sponsored by The Gladys Golman/Faye Dallen Special Needs Fund.

Schedule

TuESDay 
January 31, 2012
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The Secret Of The Evil Eye: A Kabbalistic Approach
raBBi avi Methal, ProGraM direCtor, ConGreGation ohr hatorah
tuesday, January 31, 2012, 7–8 PM

Many people have a yearning to understand the secret wisdom of Kabalah and the secret 

of the “evil eye.” You may hear about it, read about it, wonder about it and may even be 

afraid of it. But what is it? How does it work? How can you and your family and your assets 

be protected from it? Come listen to a unique perspective about the “evil eye” based on 

historical and current commentaries. Sponsored by the Young Jewish Professionals (YJP)  
of Dallas.

Sephardim And Ashkenazim:  
What Do We Have In Common And What Do We Not?
raBBi zeCharia sionit, founder and sPiritual leader,  

sePhardiC torah Center of dallas
tuesday, January 31, 2012, 7–8 PM

This class will provide a discourse on the origins of these two distinct groups within world 

Jewry, how they evolved to be so different in customs and culture, and what still so clearly 

unites them. The session will be interesting to all Jews, regardless of background and 

previous Judaic knowledge. 

Mastering The Art Of Joy
raBBi nasanya zaKon, data of Plano
tuesday, January 31, 2012, 7–9 PM
HELd AT THE LEGACy AT WILLOW BEnd, 6101 OHIO dRIvE, PLAnO

Sick of living the same old, same old? In this interactive session you will learn how to 

develop a novel perspective on the low parts of life and the people who darken your world. 

Leave this session with a zest for every moment of life!

Schedule

TuESDay 
January 31, 2012

 Please feel free to bring a dairy or pareve sack lunch or dinner.
Btw here’s  
a helpful tip
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   “R U My BFF?” Friendship And Judaism  
   In The 21st Century
raBBi rafi Cohen, ConGreGation Beth torah
tuesday, January 31, 2012, 8–9 PM

This course is designed for teens interested in how we view our friendships and maintain 

relationships in a digital world with a Jewish lens. How has friendship changed since the 

digital revolution of online interaction and social networking? Explore the possibilities and 

dangers of online communities and friendships using Jewish concepts of “Shmirat Halashon” 

and “Talmud Torah.” Attendance is free for students 18 years of age or younger.  
Sponsored by Ron Blumka.

Purity And Transformation:  
Exploring The Liturgy For Preparing The Dead For Burial
raBBi Geoffrey dennis, ConGreGation Kol aMi
tuesday, January 31, 2012, 8–9 PM

In this class, we will examine the traditional liturgy of Tahara, the washing and purification  

of a body prior to burial. We will consider the questions of life after death, the power of 

words, and the meaning of community. Sponsored by Congregation Kol Ami.

Schedule

TuESDay 
January 31, 2012
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We Are What We Remember (Introductory Class)
deBra PolsKy, florenCe Melton adult Mini-sChool
wednesday, feBruary 1, 2012, 9:30–10:30 aM

Jewish memory is a sacred concept that is rooted in Torah, liturgy, calendar, people-hood, 

thought and ritual. The study of Jewish history strengthens our relationship with Jewish 

memory. It opens up new ways for us to understand how our persona and collective 

identities have been molded over the centuries. This introductory lesson is designed to help 

students take a fascinating journey into selected areas of the Jewish past. Sponsored by 
Diane Yaris in memory of those I remember.

A Time For Every Purpose Under Heaven  
(Introductory Class)
deBra PolsKy, florenCe Melton adult Mini-sChool
wednesday, feBruary 1, 2012, 10:45–11:45 aM

This introductory lesson focuses on one of the general themes of the course: Jewish ways 

to mark and sanctify time. We will look at a popular biblical text related to the allocation of 

time. We then present two modern Jewish texts, each with a radically different perspective 

regarding our ability to master time, to be conscious of the basic rhythms of nature and life. 

All of these combine to answer the question: “What is Jewish Time?”

The Enslavement Of Israel In Egypt:  
Do Despots Need The Consent Of Their People?
raBBi andrew Paley, teMPle shaloM
wednesday, feBruary 1, 2012, 11 aM–noon

The story of the Israelite enslavement in Egypt evokes experiences Jews and other people 

have endured in the modern period. Why and how demonic leaders turn on their own people 

for ideological reasons is set as the backdrop. We will also discuss how and why courageous 

and moral people step forward to create a powerful example of redemption, holiness and 

Shalom. This class is designed for learners who are interested in biblical and ancient  

Israelite history. Sponsored by Eileen and Phillip Disraeli.

Schedule

WEDnESDay 
February 1, 2012
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While you are attending LearningFest sessions at the JCC, Kidz Klub offers 

professional childcare for children ages 3 months to 9 years. Cost is $5 an hour per 

child while parents are in a session. Please contact the JCC Kidz Klub at 214-239-7186 

for reservations. Mention LearningFest to receive the discounted price.

Btw here’s  
a helpful tip
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Reconnecting With God
dr. Paula JoyCe, Jewish eduCator
wednesday, feBruary 1, 2012, 1–2 PM

Developing an ever-growing connection with God has always been a strong force within 

Judaism. God does listen to our prayers and wants to help us learn and grow. If God’s 

answer isn’t a resounding “yes,” however, we often don’t “hear” what God is telling us. In this 

course, you will learn specific ways you can see, feel, hear and know God in your daily life. 

Armed with this knowledge, your life will become a continuous learning experience, thereby 

increasing your joy, ease, and peace of mind.

Scrubbing The Soul: Bedtime Prayers,  
Morning Prayers And Everything In Between
raBBi Jordan Parr, sParKMan hillCrest funeral hoMe
wednesday, feBruary 1, 2012, 1–2 PM

Any doctor can tell you what happens to your body when you sleep. Now let a rabbi tell you 

what happens to your soul! Our mystics tell us that we undergo a process of purification 

every night, and that there are certain prayers to say in order to make that happen. Also, 

there are prayers we say every morning to offer our thanks that we are alive. Rabbi Jordan 

Parr will lead an exploration of these prayers as well as the process of purification in an 

interactive and entertaining format. You’ll sleep better at night after learning how to scrub 

your soul.

Art Of The Sofer: The Secrets  
And Science Of The Holy Craft
raBBi avrahaM ChaiM BlooMenstiel, sofer, Master sCriBe
wednesday, feBruary 1, 2012, 2–4 PM

Mezuzos, Tefillin, Torah scrolls—all these important items of Judaica are the handiwork of 

the “Sofer” or rabbinic scribe. Safrus—the Jewish scribal arts—is one of the most mysterious 

and lesser known areas of rabbinic activity. Master Sofer Rabbi Avraham Chaim Bloomenstiel 

conducts a fascinating guided tour of the materials, artistry, and craft of the Sofer. This 

class will include hands-on participation and activities and is designed for those interested 

in Jewish art, Judaica, crafts and participants who wish to learn more about Torah scrolls, 

Tefillin and Mezuzos.

Schedule

WEDnESDay 
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Tickets are 
required for the 
Keynote event.

/// KEYNOTE EVENT /// 

The Role Of Jewish Leadership  
In The Face Of Challenging Circumstances
Jeffrey swartz, forMer Ceo of tiMBerland
wednesday, feBruary 1, 2012, 7:30–9 PM
HELd AT COnGREGATIOn SHEARITH ISRAEL

In the face of enormous social and religious challenge; when the fate of the Jewish people 

is at stake—which is the bigger priority, the study of Torah, or the active performance of 

good deeds? This is a question for Jewish leaders in Dallas in 2012/5772, straight from the 

Babylonian Talmud of 2,000 years ago. Jeff Swartz will share his thoughts in a text-based 

conversation for leaders who are learners and doers. Sponsored by the David Nathan 
Meyerson Private Foundation.

When your Timberland boots hit the ground, whether in far flung locales or the nearest 

concrete jungle, former Timberland CEO Jeffrey Swartz hopes the footprints left behind 

reflect a company dedicated to ideals beyond just buttressing the bottom line. Swartz, 

whose grandfather Nathan founded timberland in 1952, a company that manufactures 

premier shoes and accessories, wanted to better the world in which the company operates 

including improving the environment as well as the conditions of workers the world over.

Swartz wasn’t always so committed to this touchy-feely, eco-friendly approach to business. 

For most of his life, Swartz was a self-described over-educated, watered-down entrepreneur. 

He had attended the nation’s finest schools —Phillips Academy, Brown University, Dartmouth 

College—and inherited a powerful retailer to run, but felt, as he told Fast Company in a 

December 2007 profile, like little more than “a trained seal.”

All that changed with a simple decision to volunteer. In 1989, along with nine employees, 

Swartz helped clean up a residence for troubled teens. There, he met a young man who 

asked the executive what he did to earn a paycheck. “I’m the COO,” Swartz told the 

teenager. “He says, ‘What do you really do?’ I say, ‘I’m responsible for the global execution 

of strategy.’ Then I say, ‘So what do you do?’ He said, ‘I work at getting well.’ That was an 

answer that sort of trumped mine.”

The brief conversation had a fundamental impact on Swartz’s sense of purpose and 

perspective. He became convinced that a truly fulfilling life involved lending a helping hand 

to those less fortunate than himself. “It wasn’t frightening; it was exalting and exhilarating,” 

he remembered. During that period of his life, Swartz, who had replaced his father Sidney 

as CEO in 1998, was already undergoing a kind of spiritual re-awakening. Raised in the 

Reform tradition, Swartz had become an Orthodox Jew, who spent just as many hours a day 

studying Torah as he did captaining the company.

Today, Swartz, who rises every day at 4 am to read Scriptures, says that religious ideals and 

values guide his decisions. For him, that has meant a renewed sense of responsibility as a 

corporate citizen. “I can’t show you the Scripture that relates to the rights of a worker, but I 

can show you text that insists upon treating others with dignity,” he says. 

Schedule
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Business Breakfast
JiM Gold, President, sPeCialty retail, neiMan MarCus GrouP, inC.
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 7:30–9 aM

This networking and breakfast discussion, part of the Federation's Business Networking  

and Speaker Series, highlights the customer experience and modern day retailing. 

Sponsored by Prescott Pailet Benefits LP.

Jewish Business Ethics
raBBi zev silver, head of sChool, aKiBa aCadeMy
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 9–10 aM

More than one-sixth of the Torah laws involve interpersonal relationships. This class will 

focus on the Torah’s view on employer/employee relationships; on opening up competing 

businesses; copyright law, bankruptcy, ethical advertising and the importance rabbis 

place on paying taxes. You will come away from this class with an overview of the Torah’s 

approach to these topics. Sponsored by Sheryl and Stuart Wernick in honor of Rabbi 
Silver’s tireless commitment to educating our children and creating future leaders.

Breath: The Cord That Ties The Soul To The Body
raBBi nanCy Kasten and ruth lurie
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 10–11 aM

This workshop will introduce participants to the power of breath: for health, happiness 

and connection to our physical, emotional and spiritual being. It is designed for learners 

interested in the relationship between our physical selves and our spiritual selves.  

Sponsored by David and Louise Rosenfield and James and Carla Strauss.

Boring Prayer: The Antidote
MarK stolovitsKy, head of sChool, ann and nate levine aCadeMy
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 10–11 aM

Why do you think synagogues and temples try so many gimmicks to get you to services?  

At some point, there is “nothing new under the sun.” This class will be an analysis of the 

early morning prayers common to all the denominations and the framework to start your 

day. Sponsored by Barbara and Robert Luss.

Schedule

THurSDay 
February 2, 2012

2|2
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What Makes Jewish Thought Jewish?
dr. david Patterson, hillel feinBerG Chair in holoCaust studies,  

university of texas at dallas
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 11 aM–noon

This course explores the question of how Jewish thought differs from other ways of thinking. 

One assumption is just because a Jew has a thought does not make it a Jewish thought. 

It turns out that concepts of creation, revelation, redemption, and covenant are central to 

thinking Jewishly. Explore the implications of such concepts for a deeper understanding 

of Judaism. It is designed for learners interested in attaining a deeper understanding of 

Judaism and Jewish ways of thinking, in contrast to other traditions and modes of thought.

The Jewish Year: Living The Holidays In Easy Steps— 
Tips For Parents And Grandparents
raBBi Brian ziMMerMan, southern distriCt, union for reforM JudaisM
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 1–2 PM

So many Jewish holidays, lessons and history can seem overwhelming for the new parent or 

the parent new to Judaism. Rabbi Zimmerman will walk you through the year and introduce 

you to easy and fun rituals that will engage and teach with a minimum of stress and effort. 

There is no substitute for hands-on experimental learning. The structure of the Jewish year 

lends itself to the perfect Jewish learning tool. Come and bring your enthusiasm, questions 

and great ideas. Sponsored by Nancy Siegel and Larry Goldman.

Learning From The “Arab Spring”— 
How Israel’s Rough Neighborhood Is Getting Worse
Gil elan, President and Ceo, southwest Jewish ConGress
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 2–4 PM

This course is designed for anyone interested in Israel and the Middle East. It will cover an 

analysis of the “Arab Spring” movement, and how its current unexpected consequences and 

political ramifications are changing not only Israel’s status in the Middle East, but also that of 

other historical minority groups in the region. Sponsored by Joan and Bernard White.

Schedule

THurSDay 
February 2, 2012
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Torah Healing For Grief And Depression
raBBi yoGi roBKin, data of Plano
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 3–4 PM

Although we have many modern techniques for the treatment of depression and feelings  

of excessive grief, these ailments are not new dilemmas. Our Torah has powerful teachings 

on dealing with and ultimately overcoming these often debilitating ailments. With the 

inevitable ups and downs of modern life, it is more important than ever to be equipped  

with God’s healing wisdom. This course is meant for anyone who suffers from the above 

ailments, people that have loved ones who suffer or anyone who is interested in the Torah’s 

healing teachings.

Everybody’s Gotta Be Someplace!  
The Ins And Outs Of Jewish Humor
Meyer denn, exeCutive direCtor, Center for Jewish eduCation,  

Jewish federation of Greater dallas
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 7–8 PM
HELd AT THE LEGACy AT WILLOW BEnd, 6101 OHIO dRIvE, PLAnO

Participants will enjoy this look at what makes Jewish humor so funny and timeless. Borscht-

belt comedy at its best from one of the community’s funniest men. (Bring Kleenex—you will 

either laugh or cry!) Sponsored by Barbara and David Radunsky.

The Root Of All Evil—The Real Story Of Adam And Eve
raBBi Bentzi ePstein, direCtor, data
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 7–8 PM

Learn how to understand the world today through the message of the Torah, specifically 

through the sin of Adam and Eve in the garden. We will examine how that sin still 

reverberates through time and into our lives. Sponsored by Shelley and Richard Glazer.

Schedule

THurSDay 
February 2, 2012
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   Missionary Impossible,  
   The Jewish Response to Missionaries
raBBi Bentzion Kravitz, founder and exeCutive direCtor  

of Jews for JudaisM international
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 7–9 PM

Each year deceptive and manipulative missionary groups like Jews for Jesus spend millions 

of dollars targeting Jews for conversion. More than 275,000 Jews have already succumbed 

to their efforts. This battle for the Jewish Soul is exacerbated by hundreds of thousands 

of Messianic Jews who zealously share their faith with their fellow friends, students and 

associates. To make matters worse, it has become common practice for them to utilize the 

deceptive Jews for Jesus approach of telling Jews that they can be Jewish and Christian 

at the same time. This dynamic program outlines missionary tactics, differences between 

Judaism and Christianity, and provides the tools and knowledge you need to respond 

confidently to anyone who challenges your faith. Sponsored by Beverly and Joe Goldman.

Rabbi Bentzion Kravitz, an acknowledged authority on Judaism and Christian polemics, 

is the founder of Jews for Judaism International Inc., an organization that provides a wide 

variety of counseling services, along with education, and outreach programs that enable 

Jews of all ages to rediscover and strengthen their Jewish heritage. This organization has 

become the Jewish community's leading response to the multi-million dollar efforts of 

cults and radical Christian groups who target Jews for conversion. With over 25 years of 

experience, Rabbi Kravitz has one of the highest success records in the Jewish community 

for counseling Jews involved in cults and Christian missionary groups.

   Shabbat 1.0: If I Want To Begin,  
   Where Do I Begin?
PaM hoChster fine, lMsw-aCP
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 7–8 PM

Have you been invited to a Shabbat meal and felt totally lost and confused? Then this class 

is for you! Learn the basics of Shabbat and the meaning of those seemingly foreign rituals. 

Come achieve some clarity and learn the beauty of the Sabbath day. This entry-level class is 

geared for young adults, single or married, but everyone is welcome. Bring your questions! 

Sponsored by Lauren and Ben Fine.

Schedule

THurSDay 
February 2, 2012

yOunG
aDuLTS
course
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event
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The Making Of The God-Father
raBBi ari Perl, ConGreGation shaare tefilla 
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 7–8 PM

Through careful study of the Biblical text, we will first debunk the age-old myth that 

Abraham was the first monotheist and then discover what, in fact, he was the first to do. 

This class is geared toward learners whose LOL includes the delight of gleaning timeless 

lessons from the study of our ancient Torah text. The insights uncovered will be particularly 

appreciated by young couples and parents of school-aged children. Sponsored by  
Robert and Liz Liener in honor of Rabbi Perl’s tremendous commitment and dedication  
to Torah study and to Congregation Shaare Tefilla.

Israel And Its Neighbors: A State Of Peace,  
Belligerency Or War, Session One
Charles PulMan, why israel Matters
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 7–8 PM

This is a two-part class. Session two will be held on Sunday, February 5, from 11 am–noon. 
Session one is a multi-media presentation that will cover a brief history of Israel and its 

relations with its neighbors beginning with the end of World War I to present, including a 

discussion of the several wars, the attempts to partition the land each people claims as its 

homeland and the peace agreements between Israel and Jordan/Egypt. Sponsored by  
Drs. Michelle and Brian Kravitz.

   The Three Most Misunderstood Ideas  
   About Sex And Judaism
raBBi Jonathan sChiCK, adJunCt Professor, Jewish studies,  

university of north texas
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 7–8 PM

Rabbi Schick will be using clips from Israeli and Hollywood films to help illuminate and 

debunk the stereotypes of sexuality in Judaism. This will be a fun, entertaining and 

educational class. Attendance is free for students 18 years of age or younger.

Schedule

THurSDay 
February 2, 2012

TEEn
course
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yOunG
aDuLTS
course

Schedule

THurSDay 
February 2, 2012

   “R U My BFF?” Friendship And Judaism  
   In The 21st Century
raBBi rafi Cohen, ConGreGation Beth torah
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 8–9 PM

This course is designed for young adults interested in how we view our friendships and 

maintain relationships in a digital world with a Jewish lens. How has friendship changed 

since the digital revolution of online interaction and social networking? Explore the 

possibilities and dangers of online communities and friendships using Jewish concepts of 

“Shmirat Halashon” and “Talmud Torah.” Sponsored by Mark and Carol Kreditor.

Spirituality 101: Closeness To God
raBBi aryeh feiGenBauM, ConGreGation ohr hatorah
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 8–9 PM
HELd AT THE LEGACy AT WILLOW BEnd, 6101 OHIO dRIvE, PLAnO

Spirituality is our relationship with God. Join Rabbi Feigenbaum as he uses the teachings  

of Mussar to guide us on this path and uncover the formula for closeness with God.

IsReal Good! New Kosher Wines From Israel
wayne s. feldMan, southern reGional ManaGer, royal wine CorP.
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 8–9 PM

Join us for a kosher wine tasting with an assortment of Israel’s newest wines. This seminar  

is perfect for those interested in new kosher wines and especially Israel’s latest offerings. 

Open to adults 21 years of age and older.

While you are attending LearningFest sessions at the JCC, Kidz Klub offers 

professional childcare for children ages 3 months to 9 years. Cost is $5 an hour per 

child while parents are in a session. Please contact the JCC Kidz Klub at 214-239-7186 

for reservations. Mention LearningFest to receive the discounted price.

Btw here’s  
a helpful tip
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The Power Of Persuasion—What Do Cults,  
Telemarketers, And Terrorists Have In Common?
raBBi Bentzion Kravitz, founder and exeCutive direCtor  

of Jews for JudaisM international
friday, feBruary 3, 2012, 9–11 aM

This fascinating program explores the techniques used by everyone from telemarketers, cult 

recruiters and terrorists to influence thinking and behavior. Through a series of interactive 

demonstrations, experiments, case studies and video clips, you will become aware of  

why our instinctual defenses sometimes fail us and how our critical thinking can be  

derailed. This lecture will make you street smart by teaching critical thinking skills and 

provide you with tools to cope with peer pressure and manipulation. Sponsored by  
Lori and Joel Alhadef. 

Personal Redemption And Messianism  
In The Thought Of The Luzatto
raBBi yaaKov tannenBauM, rosh Beit Midrash, ConGreGation shaare tefilla
friday, feBruary 3, 2012, 10–11 aM

Jewish mysticism was profoundly influenced by the writings of Isaac Luria (1534–1572).  

A central motif of this school is the Cosmic Drama of Exile and Redemption, a drama that 

becomes woven into the very fabric of creation, the web of Jewish history and the purpose 

and meaning of Jewish law. These ideas will also bring about an intense emphasis upon 

Messianism, both traditional and radical. Luzzato, writing in the early eighteenth century,  

will turn this quest for Redemption and the coming of the Messiah more inward and 

personal. It is the very perfection of one’s self, the personal quest for true and profound  

faith that will bring about the National Redemption of the Jewish people. Sponsored by 
Carole and Joram Wolanow.

Contemporary Israeli Photography
danny aBeKasis, direCtor of the arts and desiGn  

study Center at western Galilee ColleGe
friday, feBruary 3, 2012, 1–3 PM

Join artist-in-residence Danny Abekasis, who will be visiting from Dallas’s Partnership 

Region, to discuss contemporary Israeli photography. The class will explore several famous 

images of different photographers throughout history and discuss their inner photography 

language and their social, political, etc. tones and attitudes. Photography background not 

required. Sponsored by Harold Gernsbacher.

Schedule

FriDay 
February 3, 2012
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   Choosing Happiness And A Good Vodka 

raBBi zvi drizin, intown ChaBad
saturday, feBruary 4, 2012, 8:30–9:30 PM
HELd AT THE InTOWn CHABAd, 2723 ROuTH STREET, dALLAS 

There are as many varieties of vodka as there are Jewish opinions, but one thing is for 

certain; the path to personal fulfillment and happiness is a long process and always worthy 

of reflection. Join Rabbi Drizin and Russ Klempton, an expert on vodka, as they lead 

you through a journey of the mind and palette. Open to adults 21 years of age and older. 
Sponsored by Cathy Weinblatt.

Schedule

SaTurDay  
February 4, 2012

yOunG
aDuLTS
course
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Visit the Tycher Library located at 
the Aaron Family JCC (top floor) in the 
Mankoff Center for Jewish Learning to  
use computers, browse the Used Book Sale, 
sign up for a book club, and see what  
our library has to offer! 
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When Angels Wore Swastikas:  
How The Nazis Rescued The Head Of Chabad,  
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok Schneersohn
dr. Bryan MarK riGG, author and historian
sunday, feBruary 5, 2012, 10 aM–noon

Rescued From the Reich, Bryan Rigg’s latest book, details the rescue of Yosef 

Yitzchok Schneerson, the rebbe of the Lubavitch Hasidic sect, his family, and his 

entourage from Warsaw, Poland, in March 1940. His book describes more than a 

“great escape,” including the involvement of Nazi officer Admiral Wilhelm Canaris, 

head of the German military service, and other high placed Nazi officials who felt 

saving the rebbe would be a good public relations move. It also deals with the rebbe’s 

controversial theology after his arrival in the United States. Bryan will discuss the 

true story that became his multi-dimensional picture of a daring rescue during the 

Holocaust. Sponsored by Marilyn Donsky Pailet, Ebby Halliday Realtors.

<FREE TO FAMILIES> 
TTYL—Tycher Tots Yoga Lesson
lynne silBerMan, yoGa instruCtor
sunday, feBruary 5, 2012, 10:15–11 aM

This course is designed for children ages 2–6 and their parents to encourage learning 

of the Alef-Bet in a fun, new way. to attend all other learningfest sessions, a one-
time fee of $18 per person will apply. Sponsored by the Blasnik Family.

Rabbi Akiva: His Life, Lessons And Legacy
raBBi Meir tannenBauM, yavneh aCadeMy of dallas
sunday, feBruary 5, 2012, 10–11 aM

Rarely do the biographies of the rabbis of past generations contain so many practical 

lessons and insights into our daily living in the 21st century. Yet, that is precisely what 

the life of Rabbi Akiva does. It is the story of an incredible individual who suffers, yet 

perseveres, who fails but still succeeds, and who is the ultimate optimist in the face of 

surrounding pessimism. We will study the Talmudic texts that record his history and 

there is no doubt you will be moved and inspired after this study session.  

Sponsored by Karen and Mike Zucker.

Schedule

SunDay 
February 5, 2012

2|5



Jewish Federation of Greater Dallas | Center for Jewish Education     37

Schedule

SunDay 
February 5, 2012

Israel And Its Neighbors: A State Of Peace,  
Belligerency Or War, Session Two
Charles PulMan, why israel Matters
sunday feBruary 5, 2012, 11 aM–noon

This is a two-part session. Session one will be held on Thursday, February 2 from 7–8 pm.  

A multi-media presentation will cover the current status of the relations between Israel and 

its neighbors, including a discussion of the prospects for peace, the role of the PLO, Hamas, 

Hizbollah, Muslim Brotherhood and Iran; the growing campaign to delegitimize Israel, the 

growth of anti-Semitism and the present turmoil in the Arab Middle East, and the September 

2011 speeches at the United Nations by President Obama, President Abbas and Prime 

Minister Netanyahu.

   I’m Pro-Israel And I Vote: A Course  
   For Pro-Israel High School Students
danielle ruGoff, area direCtor, aiPaC
sunday, feBruary 5, 2012, 1–2 PM

Through direct participation in the American political process, high school students across 

the country are affecting our nation’s foreign policy. In this session, students will be exposed 

to the most pressing challenges facing the United States and Israel in the Middle East. More 

importantly, they will learn how they, as individuals, can strengthen the vital alliance between 

the United States and Israel by engaging in the political process, educating elected officials, 

and building relationships with key leaders. Attendance is free for students 18 years of age or 
younger. Sponsored by Prescott Pailet Benefits LP.

Why The Jews Rejected Jesus
raBBi hanan sChlesinGer, exeCutive direCtor and CoMMunity  

raBBiniC sCholar, Jewish studies initiative of north texas
sunday, feBruary 5, 2012, 1–3 PM

We are not Christians; we did not accept Jesus 2,000 years ago and we do not accept 

him today…but why not? Why do we say no to concepts like original sin, a personal 

messiah, direct individual messages from God, divine grace and the abrogation of the 

commandments? How do we respond to the accusation of legalism? This class will provide 

a taste of an answer to some of these issues, and a roadmap to exploring the rest of them. 

Sponsored by Stephanie and Jim Comfort.

TEEn
course

In case of inclement weather, please call 214-239-7131 for updates 

or visit www.learningfest.org.

Btw here’s  
a helpful tip
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SunDay 
February 5, 2012

   Inclusion Happens In Children’s Literature: How 
   Can We Make Sure It Happens In Our Community?
Julie liBerMan, sPeeCh-lanGuaGe PatholoGist 
teri KaChur, Jewish faMily serviCe sPeCial needs PartnershiP
sunday, feBruary 5, 2012, 2–3 PM 
HELd AT JEWISH FAMILy SERvICE, 5402 ARAPAHO ROAd, dALLAS

The PJ Library book, Nathan Blows Out the Hanukkah Candles, co-authored by Nicole 

Katzman, was inspired by Nicole’s son, Nathan, who has autism. The book is a wonderful 

learning tool for children about inclusion and acceptance of others with special needs. We 

hope this presentation, geared toward adults, can show how we can also benefit from the 

lessons inside. Disability awareness and acceptance should be a part of our schools, our 

families and our communities. Sponsored by PJ Library.

SPECiaL
nEEDS
course
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w Attend unlimited sessions for $18 per person.

Please complete all pages and return with your payment. All contact information is required.

sunday, January 29

 Unknown Jewish Heroes In China,  
Singapore And India

sunday, January 29, 2012, 9–11 aM

 For The Love Of Yiddish

sunday, January 29, 2012, 10–11 aM

 Jewish Political Education  
And The Jewish Lobby

sunday, January 29, 2012, 10–11 aM

 Pitzel Puppet Players, A Puppet Show

sunday, January 29, 2012, 10–11 aM

 The Soul, Death And The Afterlife:  
How The Jewish Spiritual Path 
Can Enrich Your Life

sunday, January 29, 2012, 11 aM-noon

 Tweet Your #Tefillah (prayer):  
Making Every Connection Count

sunday, January 29, 2012, 11 aM–noon

 Adult Life Cycle: Marriage, Mikvah, 
Divorce— A Jewish Perspective

sunday, January 29, 2012, 11 aM–noon

 The Kabbalah Of Sports

sunday, January 29, 2012, 1–2 PM

 Texas Jews: Blazing A Trail  
In The Lone Star State

sunday, January 29, 2012, 1–2 PM

 Why Is There A Chinese Torah At SMU?

sunday, January 29, 2012, 1–2 PM

 Back To The Basics: Beginning Your 
Quest In Search Of Your Family’s Roots 

sunday, January 29, 2012, 2–3 PM

 Between Husband And Wife: Extricating 
Ourselves From The Garden Of Eden

sunday, January 29, 2012, 2–4 PM

 Back By Popular Demand:  
Jewish Genealogical Research Using 
Jewishgen Online Website Tool 

sunday, January 29, 2012, 3–4 PM

(1) Name _____________________________

(2) Name _____________________________

Address ______________________________

City _________________________________ 

State ________________ Zip _____________

Phone _______________________________

Email ________________________________

w COurSES

w Check Payment 

Check enclosed ____ Amount $___________ 

Please make check payable to 

Jewish Federation of Greater Dallas

w Credit Card Payment

Name on card _________________________

O MasterCard        O VISA        O AMEX

Card Number __________________________

Expiration Date _____/_____/_____

The $18 per person 
registration fee 
entitles participants 
to attend as many 
sessions as desired 
including the  
Keynote Event.
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 TACT, Teenage Action  
Communication Theater

sunday, January 29, 2012, 4–6 PM

 Actions vs. Good Intentions:  
What Counts More?

sunday, January 29, 2012, 7–8 PM

 Federation Past And Present: 
Perspectives From 3 Executive Directors

sunday, January 29, 2012, 7-9 PM

 Café Israel Sponsors Trempistim  
("Hitchhikers") 

sunday, January 29, 2012, 7-9 PM

held at anGeliKa in Plano

 Pepper, Silk And Ivory—The Exotic  
Jews Of China, Japan And India

sunday, January 29, 2012, 7–9 PM

 The Jews And The Academy Awards: 
 Is Oscar Really A Jew?

sunday, January 29, 2012, 7–9 PM

Monday, January 30

 Contending With The Holocaust:  
Poetry And Atrocity

Monday, January 30, 2012, 9–10 aM

 Facing Evil/Fighting Evil

Monday, January 30, 2012, 10–11 aM

 Esther Unmasked

Monday, January 30, 2012, 10-11 aM

 Judaic Justice And Jethros

Monday, January 30, 2012, 11 aM-noon

 Discovering The Pre-Civil War Story  
Of Rebecca Cohen Mayer In The 
Southwest And Texas

Monday, January 30, 2012, 11 aM–noon

 Plagues Of The Soul

Monday, January 30, 2012, 1–2 PM

 Interfaith Marriages & Interfaith Families:  
Creative Ways To Be Involved Together; 
A How-To Workshop

Monday, January 30, 2012, 1–2 PM

 Bagels To Biscuits— 
What Makes Christianity Different

Monday, January 30, 2012, 2–3 PM

 Everybody’s Gotta Be Someplace!  
The Ins And Outs Of Jewish Humor

Monday, January 30, 2012, 3–4 PM

 Learning How Hatred Impacts Our Lives

Monday, January 30, 2012, 7–8 PM

 The Kabbalah Of Self-Esteem

Monday, January 30, 2012, 7–8 PM

 Texas Jews: Blazing A Trail  
In The Lone Star State 

Monday, January 30, 2012, 7–8 PM

held at leGaCy at willow Bend

 Rescuing Jewish Treasures:  
The Izmir Project And The Ladino Project

Monday, January 30, 2012, 7–9 PM

 From Auschwitz To Broadway  
And Hollywood

Monday, January 30, 2012, 7–9 PM 

 Life’s Most Important App

Monday, January 30, 2012, 8–9 PM

 The Kabbalah Of Sports

Monday, January 30, 2012, 8–9 PM

held at leGaCy at willow Bend

 The Afterlife— 
A Fundamental Principle Of Judaism

Monday, January 30, 2012, 8–9 PM

tuesday, January 31

 Do We Do That??!!! Unusual Rituals And 
What They Teach Us About Ourselves

tuesday, January 31, 2012, 9–10 aM

 Soul-Singing: Jewish Music  
As Spiritual Practice

tuesday, January 31, 2012, 10–11 aM

 The Code Of “Chad Gad Ya”

tuesday, January 31, 2012, 11 aM–noon

Please send your completed 

registration forms to:

Jewish federation  
of Greater dallas 
Cathy weinblatt, director  
of Community engagement 
Jacob feldman Building 
7800 northaven road 
dallas, tx 75230

You may also register online 

at www.learningfest.org.
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 Voices Of Israel: Contemporary Israeli 
Poetry And Song

tuesday, January 31, 2012, noon–1 PM

 What Do Chocolate, Citrus Fruits, And 
Fish And Chips Have In Common? The 
Jewish Influence On World Gastronomy

tuesday, January 31, 2012, 1–2 PM

 Quest For A Kingdom:  
Portuguese Converso Settlements  
From The Galilee To The Rio Grande

tuesday, January 31, 2012, 1–3 PM

 Confronting Scandal—How Jews Can 
Respond When Jews Do Bad Things

tuesday, January 31, 2012, 2–3 PM

 Collected Postcard Photos  
Of Jewish Life From The Late 1800s 
Through Israel Today

tuesday, January 31, 2012, 3–4 PM

 Special Needs And The Value  
Of Inclusion: Creative Approaches  
To Jewish Learning

tuesday, January 31, 2012, 7–8 PM

 The Secret Of The Evil Eye:  
A Kabbalistic Approach

tuesday, January 31, 2012, 7–8 PM

 Sephardim And Ashkenazim:  
What Do We Have In Common  
And What Do We Not?

tuesday, January 31, 2012, 7–8 PM

 Sects In The City— 
Women Take The Stage 

tuesday, January 31, 2012, 7–9 PM

 Mastering The Art Of Joy

tuesday, January 31, 2012, 7–9 PM

held at leGaCy at willow Bend

 “R U My BFF?” Friendship And Judaism 
In The 21st Century

tuesday, January 31, 2012, 8–9 PM

 Purity And Transformation: Exploring 
Liturgy For Preparing Dead For Burial

tuesday, January 31, 2012, 8–9 PM

wednesday, feBruary 1

 We Are What We Remember 
(Introductory Class)

wed., feBruary 1, 2012, 9:30–10:30 aM

 A Time For Every Purpose Under Heaven  
(Introductory Class)

wed., feBruary 1, 2012, 10:45–11:45 aM

 Enslavement Of Israel In Egypt: Do 
Despots Need Consent Of Their People?

wed., feBruary 1, 2012, 11 aM–noon

 Reconnecting With God

wednesday, feBruary 1, 2012, 1–2 PM

 Scrubbing The Soul: Bedtime Prayers, 
Morning Prayers And Everything  
In Between

wednesday, feBruary 1, 2012, 1-2 PM

 Art Of The Sofer: The Secrets  
And Science Of The Holy Craft

wednesday, feBruary 1, 2012, 2–4 PM

 /// KEYNOTE EVENT /// Jeffrey Swartz

wednesday, feBruary 1, 2012, 7:30–9 PM

held at ConGreGation shearith israel

thursday, feBruary 2

 Business Breakfast

thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 7:30–9 aM

 Jewish Business Ethics

thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 9–10 aM

 Breath: The Cord That Ties The Soul  
To The Body

thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 10–11 aM

 Boring Prayer: The Antidote

thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 10–11 aM

 What Makes Jewish Thought Jewish?

thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 11 aM–noon

 The Jewish Year: Living The Holidays—
Tips For Parents And Grandparents

thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 1–2 PM

Please provide the following 
information again:

(1) Name 

_________________________

(2) Name 

_________________________
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 Learning From The “Arab Spring” 
—How Israel’s Rough Neighborhood  
Is Getting Worse

thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 2–4 PM

 Torah Healing For Grief And Depression

thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 3–4 PM

 Everybody’s Gotta Be Someplace!  
The Ins And Outs Of Jewish Humor

thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 7–8 PM

held at leGaCy at willow Bend

 The Root Of All Evil—The Real Story  
Of Adam And Eve

thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 7–8 PM

 Shabbat 1.0: If I Want To Begin,  
Where Do I Begin?

thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 7–8 PM

 The Making Of The God-Father

thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 7–8 PM

 Israel And Its Neighbors: A State Of 
Peace, Belligerency Or War, Session One
thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 7–8 PM

 The Three Most Misunderstood Ideas  
About Sex And Judaism

thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 7–8 PM

 Missionary Impossible, The Jewish 
Response to Missionaries

thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 7–9 PM

 “R U My BFF?” Friendship And Judaism 
In The 21st Century

thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 8–9 PM

 Spirituality 101: Closeness To God

thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 8–9 PM

held at leGaCy at willow Bend

 IsReal Good! New Kosher Wines 
From Israel

thursday, feBruary 2, 2012, 8–9 PM

friday, feBruary 3

 The Power Of Persuasion—What Do 
Cults, Telemarketers, And Terrorists  
Have In Common?

friday, feBruary 3, 2012, 9–11 aM

 Personal Redemption And Messianism  
In The Thought Of The Luzatto

friday, feBruary 3, 2012, 10–11 aM

 Contemporary Israeli Photography

friday, feBruary 3, 2012, 1–3 PM

saturday, feBruary 4

 Choosing Happiness And A Good Vodka

saturday, feBruary 4, 2012, 8:30–9:30 PM

held at intown ChaBad

sunday, feBruary 5

 When Angels Wore Swastikas: How The 
Nazis Rescued The Head Of Chabad, 
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok Schneersohn

sunday, feBruary 5, 2012, 10 aM–noon

 Rabbi Akiva: His Life, Lessons  
And Legacy

sunday, feBruary 5, 2012, 10–11 aM

 TTYL—Tycher Tots Yoga Lesson

sunday, feBruary 5, 2012, 10:15–11 aM

 Israel And Its Neighbors: A State Of 
Peace, Belligerency Or War, Session Two

sunday feBruary 5, 2012, 11 aM–noon

 I’m Pro-Israel And I Vote: A Course For 
Pro-Israel High School Students

sunday, feBruary 5, 2012, 1–2 PM

 Why The Jews Rejected Jesus

sunday, feBruary 5, 2012, 1–3 PM

 Inclusion Happens In Children’s 
Literature: How Can We Make Sure It 
Happens In Our Community?

sunday, feBruary 5, 2012, 2–3 PM 

held at Jewish faMily serviCe

Please send your completed 

registration forms to:

Jewish federation  
of Greater dallas 
Cathy weinblatt, director  
of Community engagement 
Jacob feldman Building 
7800 northaven road 
dallas, tx 75230

You may also register online 

at www.learningfest.org.
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Happening 
Soon!

THE 2012 
WOMEn'S EvEnT

THE 2012 
MEn'S EvEnT

the 2012 men s event
Monday, January 23, 2012, 7 PM
WESTIn GALLERIA, dALLAS

Save the date for this year's Men's Event with Peter Guber, Chairman and CEO  

of Mandalay Entertainment Group, and a force in the entertainment industry for  

over thirty years. Peter is also a minority owner of the Golden State Warriors of  

the National Basketball Association (NBA). Kosher dinner will be served with  

cash bar and valet parking available.

Advance registration and payment required by Tuesday, January 17, 2012.  

Register online at www.jewishdallas.org.

For questions, contact Michelle LeGrande at mlegrande@jfgd.org or 214-615-5227.

The Women’s Event at Night
thursday, feBruary 23, 2012, 6:30 PM
WESTIn GALLERIA, dALLAS

In what could be thought of as the Jewish Mother’s Guide to Life, Jill Zarin, a star of Bravo’s 

hit series, The Real Housewives of New York, teams up with her sister, Lisa Wexler, award-

winning host of daily radio program The Lisa Wexler Show, and her mother, the admirable 

Gloria Kamen who made a splash on Jill’s series last year. Secrets of a Jewish Mother shows 

readers that being clear about what you want is the best policy, and standing up for yourself 

and your family is always the right way to go. Using real life examples, stories from Jill, Lisa 

and Gloria, this mother/daughter trio reveals their secrets to life, love, and happiness.

Register online at www.jewishdallas.org.

For more information, contact Becky Treadway at btreadway@jfgd.org or 214-615-5237.

Mark your calendars  
for these special events 
coming in early 2012.  
Don't forget to RSVP!
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