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Design + Symbolism   The entrance path to the memorial is 
designed with a railroad track motif, the width of the path 
narrowing along its length. At the path’s entrance will be 
two columns, upon which will be inscribed the names of 
the death camps, a tribute to the Rhode Island Holocaust 
survivors, Hebrew text, and educational information.  
At the end of the path is a white elliptical Life Stone.  
Please see artist rendering on reverse.

The quiet symbolism of The Rhode Island Holocaust 
Memorial is profound.  

The six columns are representative of the smokestacks • 
that reduced more than six million Jews to ashes under 
Nazi rule.

The narrowing walkway, with raised stone train tracks, • 
diminishes in size as did the Jewish population in Europe 
during the Holocaust.

The granite Life Stone represents the survivors, life, • 
continuance of a people and a tradition.

Timeline   From ground breaking to installation, the 
memorial is expected to take eight months to complete.

“May his soul be bound up in the bounds of eternal life.” 
   as inscribed on many Jewish tombstones

The Rhode Island Holocaust Memorial, the only memorial  
of its kind in the state, will remember six million Jewish lives 
ended by the Holocaust, honor the Holocaust survivors of 
Rhode Island and their service to the community, and serve 
as a public, critical cornerstone in Holocaust education. 

But we need your help to make this artist rendering a reality. 
It is a custom in the Jewish tradition to leave a stone at the 
grave of a loved one. This memorial will be our public stone 
and you can be a part of it. Through the Jewish Federation  
of Rhode Island, funds will be raised to complete this 
necessary project.

The Artist  Jonathan Bonner is a Providence-based 
sculptor who has completed many large scale site-specific 
commissions. About his initial involvement with the design 
process for the Rhode Island Holocaust Memorial, Jonathan 
has said, “My personal relationship with a Holocaust survivor 
is the reason I’m involved. She survived the Holocaust, she 
had anger, but no bitterness and she dedicated herself to 
talking about it so we wouldn’t forget.”
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The Rhode Island Holocaust Memorial will be 
located in the heart of downtown Providence, 
in Market Square, adjacent to the World War I 
and World War II Memorials.

For more information, please contact Bradley Laye 
at the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island at
blaye@JFRI.org or (401) 421- 4111 ext 173.

As the generation of Holocaust survivors and liberators 

dwindles, the torch of remembrance, of bearing witness, 

and of education must continue forward.

— Dan Gillerman, Ambassador

“I speak to young people about my life as a 

Jew in Nazi Germany because they need to 

understand how such horrors can happen. 

Only then can they effectively help prevent 

genocide and promote world peace.” 

~ Alice Goldstein, Survivor
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