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The Need
 � Only 49% of low-income students go to 

college immediately after high school, 
compared to 79% of high-income students. 

 � Nationally, fewer than 56% of students who 
enter college intending to earn a bachelor’s 
degree graduate within six years.

 � By age 24, 77% of students from the top 
income quartile earn a college degree, while 
only 9% of students from low-income families 
reach the same pinnacle.

 � Over a lifetime, the gap in earning potential 
between a high school graduate and a college 
graduate can reach as high as $1,000,000.

You Can Be the One  
to Help a Student Succeed
By sponsoring a student, you can make a direct 
investment in your student’s life and future. 
Armed with a college degree, our graduates obtain 
higher paying jobs, build fulfilling careers, care for 
their families, and revitalize their communities.

SPONSOR A STUDENT AND CHANGE A LIFE 
Go to www.bottomline.org/content/donate

www.bottomline.org

“Because of Bottom Line, there have been 
checkpoints along the way making sure that I was 
doing what I was supposed to be doing. I wouldn’t be 
here today if it weren’t for Bottom Line.” — Jannatul R.

83% of our most recent class  of college 
students graduated  within 6 years.  
That’s more than  double the national 
average for low-income students.



Bottom Line Results

Since Bottom Line’s founding in 
1997, our overall college graduation 
rate is 78%.

Bottom Line students are 14% more 
likely to enroll at a 4-year institution.

Bottom Line is currently helping more 
than 3,850+ students reach their full 
potential by providing them with the 
consistent guidance they need during 
their journeys to and through college.

By sponsoring a Bottom Line student,  
you can make a direct investment in  
a student’s life and future.

$1,500
provides one full year of services 
to ensure that a student applies to 
and gets into college

$6,000
makes sure a student is supported 
throughout the entire four years  
of their college career

Bottom Line helps low-income, first generation 
students in Boston, Chicago, New York City 
and Worcester get into college, graduate from 
college, and go far in life. 

To read the first report of an independent evaluation  
of our program, please visit www.bottomline.org.

83% of our most recent class  of college 
students graduated  within 6 years.  
That’s more than  double the national 
average for low-income students.

What We Do
Bottom Line was founded in 1997 to address 
the low college graduation rates of at-risk urban 
youth. We are committed to building strong 
connections with our students, providing them 
with individual support, and ensuring they have 
the guidance they need to persist and earn a 
college degree.

Our Model: DEAL
Degree: do well in class, stay on track, graduate
Employability: find jobs/internships, develop skills
Aid: get financial aid/scholarships, avoid debt
Life: campus visits, care packages, phone calls

The core of our program lies in the one-on-one 
relationships our counselors have with students.

College Access
The college application process can be daunting, 
especially when you’re the first in your family to 
attend college. Bottom Line counselors offer our 
students one-on-one guidance throughout the 
college application and decision process.  Students 
are helped to research schools, write essays, and 
apply for financial aid. 

College Success
In college, our counselors visit students monthly 
on campus to help them stay on track with classes, 
maintain their financial aid, and build their 
professional skills so they are workforce ready 
when it comes time to graduate. College students 
receive on-campus guidance and support for up to 
6 years or until they graduate.  

  YES! I will help change a student’s life!
Your donation will allow Bottom Line to support its 
students by providing general support where it is 
needed most!  A few examples:

 $10,000: A Portion of a Counselor's Salary

 $6,000: A Student’s Entire College Career

 $1,500: One Full Year of Access Services

 $1,000: One Full Year of Success Services

 $500: Academic Books for One Year

 Other Amount: _____________

Complete the form below and return to Bottom Line:

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: ____________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION

 CREDIT CARD

 VISA    MasterCard    AmEx    Discover

Name on Card:
___________________________________________

Card Number:
___________________________________________

Exp. Date: ____________ CVV:_____________

 CHECK payable to BOTTOM LINE

LEGACY GIVING
A planned gift will ensure you can help students get 
in, graduate, and go far for generations. To learn more 
about including Bottom Line in your estate plan, 
please contact Denella Clark at (617) 580-9127.


